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THE SENTINEL OF LIGHT
Trading Places
“Wondrous combination
of man and God! ... He
humbled Himself to man’s
nature. He did this that the
Scripture might be fulfilled; and the plan was
entered into by the Son of
God, knowing all the steps
in His humiliation, that He
must descend to make an
expiation for the sins of a
condemned, groaning
world. What humility was
this!”
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Over the past nine years, the nucleus of Messengers of Light Ministry has become
accustomed to getting on the plane every two or three weeks, bringing the message of
salvation to God’s people near and far. We always knew we needed to slow down, but
the cry and pleading of precious souls made us fill up the appointments on our ministry
calendar. The joy of seeing families turning away from worldly attractions, to having
family time in studying the Bible and practicing the heavenly principles, is to our home a
gift that money cannot buy. But at the end of 2015, we knew that in order to be more
effective in ministry (both inside our home and out), we would have to slow down our
travels and further organize and establish our home outpost, ministry, and community
relief work. In short, complete building our end-time ark, before the swift coming storm
breaks upon our world as an overwhelming surprise. Prophecies are fulfilling so fast;
truly there is another ark to build!
Over the last few days, our family has drawn closer to Jesus and to each other. We
still have guests in and out of our little country outpost, and our worship experience has
been elevated to a place where I wish everyone that we love and know could be present
for family worship. Sometimes it is so good that breakfast is abandoned for a raw meal
smoothie. We are currently learning about “Trading Places”. This week our memory
text is in Hebrews:
“But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make
thine enemies thy footstool. Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” (Heb. 1:13, 14)
This text is being studied with chapter 34 of our new set of Relief books; particularly
The Wisdom of the Great Physician. (God bless you all for heeding the call from the last
newsletter, to purchase these precious volumes. You will not regret it! May the Spirit of
God massage your heart and mind, as you seek to read and practice the lessons therein.
Welcome to The Relief Work!) The chapter is entitled “True Education, A Missionary
Training”.
Before our happy Eden home, I worked for several different corporate bank offices in
Canada. I remember well my first week on a particular job; my specific assignment consisted of supervising customers with large investment accounts. Periodically these customers would contact my desk directly, to cash out a large portion of their bonds (an
investment that collects interest over a period of time) – so training was imperative!
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I was excited on my first day, and prayed very hard for God to help me to comprehend all of my duties. I was told that
I would have only 5 days of training before I was on my own.
The young lady that was designated to train me was not told that I would be taking over her job, until the very moment that I walked up to her desk. The first day was an absolute disaster; this poor young lady (Ranji) was so hurt that
I was taking over her desk, that she barely said a full sentence to me for the entire workday. In all my years of working for the world, this was by far the worst challenge I had ever encountered. She would begin to show me what to
do with each account, then stop short and make comments like “You are not going to get this”, “You are too stupid to
understand; it’s very complicated”. Now I know that I was not stupid (to the glory of God), and I had far more formal
training in accounting than this young lady; so this was something more, something far deeper. She was jealous. She
had worked over her desk for over five years, and she was proficient. Now it seemed like it was all going to be taken
away from her, by some strange girl in a long skirt. I prayed for her that night. I prayed for God to give me the right
spirit to enter the office the next day, and I needed a miracle to learn my new task, while reaching this precious soul
at the same time.
The next few days were more of the same; I learned nothing from her. On day three I approached the manager,
and I asked why she wanted me to take over Ranji’s desk. Her reply gave me the encouragement that I needed to
continue with my ineffective training sessions with Ranji. The manager said that Ranji had proven herself to be an
efficient worker, and they (the bank) were planning a surprise promotion for her. Ranji would have to have the right
temperament to deal with people, and so this was a test to see how Ranji would treat me during our training. If she
treated me well, then she would be promoted; and if she treated me with harshness and jealousy, then she would be
demoted to another, lower position. After telling me this, the manager asked how my training was going. I did not
want to lie, nor did I want to injure this poor girl that didn’t know Jesus. I simply smiled and told her that I should get
the hang of things by day five. The manager happily patted me on my back and said “Great, I knew you would get it
fast”.
What a challenge! I went back to my shared desk with a very prayerful heart, and God gave me wisdom to ask
Ranji who had trained her. She told me a name, and that was all that I needed. I called the man (his name was Wilson, or something like that), and he gave me a crash course on my daily tasks. Then, God bless him, he said “Aretha, if
you ever get confused about anything, I am just a call away. I am here to assist you, as I can do this thing in my sleep.”
It was over now; I went home and studied everything that Wilson gave me. The next day Ranji was blown away with
my performance (that she had failed to aid me in). She was upset at my progress, and started to file things out of
order to confuse me. But the God of Joseph and Daniel was with me, and at the end of the week she asked how I had
learned everything so fast without her training me. I told her that Wilson helped me, and she said, “but he helped me
at the beginning, and I didn’t get it that fast”. I told her that I believe in God and He was my helper. She said that she
believed in many gods (she was Hindu), and they didn’t help her like that. Well that opened up opportunity for more
discussion than I will get into here, but the point is that she didn’t want to train me because I was a threat to her
moving up the corporate ladder.
The following week, the managers of that particular branch came and awarded Ranji with her new position and a
very prestigious desk. They also explained that one of the stepping-stones that moved her up the ladder was because
she unselfishly trained Aretha in just a few days how to do a very complicated work. Aretha who had just shown up,
and seemingly tried to take over her job. With this, poor Ranji blushed immensely. Her dark cheeks were purple with
shame, but the managers interpreted it as bashfulness. After the celebration, she came and talked with me privately.
She apologized, and I accepted it. I told her that I knew during part of the training that this was the manager’s intentions, but that I was told to keep it a secret. I told her that a Christian cares not about position, so it would benefit me
not to expose her. This job was temporary; my real desire in life was to be a housewife to my then espoused husband,
and a good Christian to God, who helps me in my day-to-day duties. She wanted to learn more, and we became very
close until I left that establishment to prepare for my wedding.
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There is no way that I can (in this little spot) share with you all that God has shared with our home on the subject
of “Trading Places”; but I will say that from this study – I love Jesus more today than ever before! I am more motivated today to do service for the Master than ever before! I now see that we are not all missionaries at heart, because
we do not understand who Jesus is, and what He gave up to save us.
“Wondrous combination of man and God! ... He humbled Himself to man’s nature. He did this that the Scripture
might be fulfilled; and the plan was entered into by the Son of God, knowing all the steps in His humiliation, that He
must descend to make an expiation for the sins of a condemned, groaning world. What humility was this! It amazed
angels. The tongue can never describe it; the imagination cannot take it in. The eternal Word consented to be made
flesh! God became man! It was a wonderful humility.”
“But He stepped still lower; the Man must humble Himself as a man to bear insult, reproach, shameful accusations,
and abuse. There seemed to be no safe place for Him in His own territory. He had to flee from place to place for His
life. He was betrayed by one of His disciples; He was denied by one of His most zealous followers. He was mocked. He
was crowned with a crown of thorns. He was scourged. He was forced to bear the burden of the cross.”
“He was not insensible to this contempt and ignominy. He submitted, but, oh! He felt the bitterness as no other being could feel it. He was pure, holy, and undefiled, yet arraigned as a criminal! The adorable Redeemer stepped down
from the highest exaltation. Step by step He humbled Himself to die—but what a death! It was the most shameful, the
most cruel—the death upon the cross as a malefactor. He did not die as a hero in the eyes of the world, loaded with
honors, as men in battle. He died as a condemned criminal, suspended between the heavens and the earth—died a
lingering death of shame, exposed to the tauntings and revilings of a debased, crime-loaded, profligate multitude! …”
“All this humiliation of the Majesty of heaven was for guilty, condemned man. He went lower and lower in His humiliation, until there were no lower depths that He could reach, in order to lift man up from his moral defilement. All
this was for you.” {TMK 68}
I share all of the above with you all, and I ask – What is it that is really motivating us in our Christian journey? Do
we consider that we are all on the same team, as we seek to win souls for the glory and kingdom of God? The humility of Christ is a clear reflection of the love that He has for each of us. It is very hard to trade places; especially if we
are more concerned about position or status. None of us are at the top, we are all brethren! God has made us all
equal, and the wicked one has deceived us to believe that we are in different classes. He brings division through races, education, social status, etc. Even in ministry, he is able to tempt us to believe that one ministry is above another.
As it was in the days of Noah, the birds are now entering the ark. The fearful and afraid are standing near the
plank, wondering what others will think of them if they enter the straight and narrow way. The hypocrites and superficial conservatives are standing afar, waiting to read about the end of the world in the official church papers; while
the Korah, Dathan, and Abiram groups are building up churches outside of God’s blueprint. I have read about the
united spirit that pervaded the early Christian church with the apostles. I love reading stories of our Seventh-day Adventist movement, and I covet those times. I want to be among the group that has put all self aside – to work together as one unit, to finish the work… Don’t you?
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Understanding the Essentials Points of Present Truth
Greetings again to each of you! We want to tell you that we consider you all as a part of our Messengers of Light family. And as a family, we have a great love for you; and we appreciate all of your prayers and monthly support!
For the next few months, we will be going through a series of short studies that will be similar to us having a family
meeting. There are many disturbing things going on among us as a people; things designed to separate and divide us!
It is my desire to get our family (which includes each one of you dear readers) prepared for the coming crisis! We don't
have long! I have sat my physical family down, and told them that we must step up our own preparation; and I want to
do the same with you. If you will read and follow the instructions given in these newsletters (from this month forward),
we will seek to equip you in every way to know God as a friend, and to get you fully prepared for the crisis that is just
ahead of us. We will share both spiritual and practical knowledge that will not only help us, but will enable us to reach
all those that we know and love (in fact, anyone that will listen) prepared for the great and final crisis. We will also
begin sharing with you more resources (on our website and other places), and direct you in a training that will –by
God's grace– fit "us to stand" through these trying times.
In order to get this blessing however, each reader will have to take it very seriously. You will need to pray before
you read each edition. If you will do this secretly, God will reward you openly (Matt. 6:6). In fact, if you did not pray as
yet, please stop and do so now. Talk to God earnestly: say, "Dear Father, I am not ready! My family is not ready! But
help us to redeem the time, and take our preparation more seriously. Make your Present Truth real to me, and help
me and my family to get to know you as a friend."
Yes, we are living in serious times. If you look around at what is taking place in America (first and foremost) and
around the world, you can read the handwriting on the wall. And if we can interpret the writing, we can see that the
first thing we need to do as a family is enter into earnest prayer. We need to pray like never before!
Joel 2:17 “Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare
thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should
they say among the people, Where is their God?”
And again we are told:
Joel 2:1 , 12 – "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand... Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even
to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:”
What is one of the things that should lead the people of God in the last days to fast, weep, and morn? Let us turn to
the Bible for an inspired answer:
Prov 29:2 “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people
mourn.”
As we see the way the world is being ruled or governed (in a way contrary to the Spirit of God), it should lead us to
mourn… but not to each other. It should lead us to turn to God, with all of our heart! Notice again, the texts in Joel,
with this thought in mind:
Joel 2:1 , 12 – "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand... Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even
to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning:”
If ever there was a time for seeking the Lord – it is now! Our nation is entering into a time when the people of God
must weep between the porch and the altar. President Trump's first speech before a joint session of congress shows
us that a hidden storm is brewing; and the world has no idea of what is soon to take place as an overwhelming surprise. My friends, we must “Get Ready, get ready, get ready!”
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"The work of the people of God is to prepare for the events of the future, which will soon come upon them with
blinding force. In the world gigantic monopolies will be formed. Men will bind themselves together in unions that will
wrap them in the folds of the enemy. A few men will combine to grasp all the means to be obtained in certain lines of
business. Trades unions will be formed, and those who refuse to join these unions will be marked men.--Letter 26,
1903.” {CL 10.3}
John 14:29 – “And now I have told you before it comes to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.”
"God has revealed what is to take place in the last days, that His people may be prepared to stand against the
tempest of opposition and wrath. Those who have been warned of the events before them are not to sit in calm expectation of the coming storm, comforting themselves that the Lord will shelter His faithful ones in the day of trouble.
We are to be as men waiting for their Lord, not in idle expectancy, but in earnest work, with unwavering faith. It is no
time now to allow our minds to be engrossed with things of minor importance. While men are sleeping, Satan is actively
arranging matters so that the Lord's people may not have mercy or justice. The Sunday movement is now making its
way in darkness. The leaders are concealing the true issue, and many who unite in the movement do not themselves
see whither the undercurrent is tending. Its professions are mild and apparently Christian, but when it shall speak it will
reveal the spirit of the dragon.” {CCh 335.2}
"...God means that testing truth shall be brought to the front and become a subject of examination and discussion,
even if it is through the contempt placed upon it. The minds of the people must be agitated. Every controversy, every
reproach, every slander, will be God's means of provoking inquiry and awakening minds that otherwise would slumber.” {CCh 335.3}
"We as a people have not accomplished the work which God has committed to us. We are not ready for the issue to
which the enforcement of the Sunday law will bring us. It is our duty, as we see the signs of approaching peril, to arouse
to action. Let none sit in calm expectation of the evil, comforting themselves with the belief that this work must go on
because prophecy has foretold it, and that the Lord will shelter His people. We are not doing the will of God if we sit in
quietude, doing nothing to preserve liberty of conscience. Fervent, effectual prayer should be ascending to heaven
that this calamity may be deferred until we can accomplish the work which has so long been neglected. (1) Let there be
most earnest prayer, and (2) then let us work in harmony with our prayers. It may appear that Satan is triumphant and
that truth is overborne with falsehood and error; the people over whom God has spread His shield, and the country
which has been an asylum for the conscience-oppressed servants of God and defenders of His truth, may be placed in
jeopardy. But God would have us recall His dealings with His people in the past to save them from their enemies. He
has always chosen extremities, when there seemed no possible chance for deliverance from Satan's workings, for the
manifestation of His power. Man's necessity is God's opportunity.” {CCh 336.1}
We are living in the most solemn and significant time of all of this earth's history, and if ever there was a time to
understand the truth for ourselves – it is now (see 2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Peter 3:15)! We are living in a time when every
wind of doctrine is blowing, and I am seeing sincere believers being tossed to and fro by these dangerous winds, just
as they were in the time of Christ!
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Christ’s desire to establish His people on present truth –so that they are no longer tossed to and fro, or become confused by these false teachings– was expressed in the words of the apostle Paul, in his letter to the church at Ephesus:
"That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive." Eph_4:14
The Importance of Understanding the Essential Points of Present Truth for Ourselves

2Ti_2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.”
One of the questions that I am often asked by those who first awaken to an understanding of the times in which we
live is – "There are so many things that need to be studied and so little time; what should I study first?" Have you ever
wondered this same thing, dear reader? Well, inspiration tells us very clearly so that we never have to wonder again.
Notice the following inspired statement:
"There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it is "present truth" that the flock needs now. I
have seen the danger of the messengers running off from the important points of present truth, to dwell upon subjects
that are not calculated to unite the flock and sanctify the soul. Satan will here take every possible advantage to injure the
cause.” {EW 63.1}
Truly, we are living in a time where it seems as if everybody says that they have present truth! But, it is high time
that we know for ourselves what the real Present Truth is, and not place our dependence on men to tell us what present truth is (Jere 17:5). Some will say present truth is in liberalism or conservatism. Some will say that present truth is
in the feast days, or in the sacred names. Others will say that present truth is not in the organized church, but that it is
in the so called "self-supporting churches” (independent churches), or the 2520 movement. How can we know for ourselves which one is right, and what is the real Present Truth? We can't trust what man says (for all men are fallible –
able to make mistakes), the only thing that we can trust – our only safety, and the only detector of divine truth is… the
word of God (John 17:17)! Concerning these points, notice what we are told in the pen of inspiration:
"The fact that there is no controversy or agitation among God's people should not be regarded as conclusive evidence
that they are holding fast to sound doctrine. There is reason to fear that they may not be clearly discriminating between
truth and error. When no new questions are started by investigation of the Scriptures, when no difference of opinion arises which will set men to searching the Bible for themselves to make sure that they have the truth, there will be many
now, as in ancient times, who will hold to tradition and worship they know not what.” {5T 707.1}
"I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth know not what they believe. They do
not understand the evidences of their faith. They have no just appreciation of the work for the present time. When the
time of trial shall come, there are (1) men now preaching to others who will find, upon examining the positions they
hold, that there are many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested they knew not their
great ignorance. And there are (2) many in the church who take it for granted that they understand what they believe;
but, until controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. When separated from those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what
they had accepted as truth. Certain it is that there has been among us a departure from the living God and a turning to
men, putting human in place of divine wisdom.” {5T 707.2}
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"God will arouse His people; if other means fail, heresies will come in among them, which will sift them, separating
the chaff from the wheat. The Lord calls upon all who believe His word to awake out of sleep. Precious light has come,
appropriate for this time. It is Bible truth, showing the perils that are right upon us. This light should lead us to a diligent study of the Scriptures and a most critical examination of the positions which we hold. God would have all the
bearings and positions of truth thoroughly and perseveringly searched, with prayer and fasting. Believers are not to rest
in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what constitutes truth. Their faith must be firmly founded upon the word of God
so that when the testing time shall come and they are brought before councils to answer for their faith they may be
able to give a reason for the hope that is in them, with meekness and fear.” {5T 707.3}
Study to be continued....

Recipe Of The Month
French Bread
1 1/2 Tbs. instant yeast
1/2 Cup very warm water (106 to 110 degrees F)

1 1/2 Tbs. honey or agave
2 Cups water (about 98 degrees)
1 1/2 Tbs. oil
2 1/4 tsp. salt
6 Cups flour (mix whole wheat and unbleached)
1. Combine the yeast, ½ Cup warm water, and honey, and let proof for ten minutes.
2. Then add remaining 2 Cups water, oil, salt, and 3 Cups of flour.
3. Mix until flour is incorporated, then add remaining 3 Cups flour gradually.
4. Knead about five minutes, then turn out onto generously floured surface.
5. Every ten minutes for the next hour knead two or three times.
6. Form into 4 loaves.
7. Brush with egg replacer.
8. Slash 3 diagonal lines into tops.
9. Raise until double the size, or 30 minutes later.
10. Bake at 425 for 10 minutes, then at 375 for 20 minutes.
11. Because of the nature of yeast, we encourage you to please wait at least 24 hours before enjoying this recipe.
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Messengers of Light Ministry’s
March 11-18
Revival and Reformation
Campus Religious Center/Illinois State University
210 W Mulberry
Normal, IL
****************************************************************************************

April 7 & 8

Revival and Reformation Weekend
Remnant SDA Church
13925 New Hampshire Ave
Silver Spring, MD

Amiah’s Nature/Object Lesson
Our study this week (in our family devotion) has been centered on becoming
cating your whole life to being a servant to God, and to your fellowhave learned that in order to truly be the chief, we must be a
We also learned that nothing lives to please itself except the
heart of man; and that everything takes to give. I remember
experience that I had with watching bees taking pollen and
tar from flowers. The bees take to give: they take pollen from
flower, and they give to another flower, to pollinate it; they
take the nectar to give us honey. When I remember this, I think
spiritual lesson: We are to be servants, just like the bee. Servants
and to our fellowman, taking to give. Taking the talents that God has
giving it to serve those in need.
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