
Commune with God about the questions, and co-operate with Him in moving the principles off 
the pages, into your actual life. The focal point for this section’s study is to “understand the 
will of God” and “continual advancement” {CG 65, 71} . Even if you have made missteps, 
forget those things that are behind and go forward.  “This is your day of trust, your day of 
responsibility and opportunity.” {CG 69}. 

SECTION 3 
CH. 8&9

P repara t i on  i s  Needed  &  A  Ca l l  f o r  Se l f - Improvemen t

INTRODUCTION:

TEACHERS ADEQUATELY 
TRAINED

TEACHERS ADEQUATELY 
TRAINED

In order to be a qualified teacher in the sciences or literary arts, there is normally much training 
beforehand. How much more should potential parents, especially mothers, receive training 
before having children. “Yet there is no other to whose training so little thought is given. The one 
whose influence in education is most potent and far-reaching is the one for whose assistance 
there is the least systematic effort.  {CG 63} 

“No other”, that is a heavy statement. Thankfully, the gospel can simplify this problem. In Proverbs 
15:28, the principle to the solution can be found. “The heart of the righteous studieth to 
answer…” It’s that simple, the preparation for parenthood requires earnest study before action. 
Before responding to a desire to become a parent, prayerful thought and study must come first.  

If proper habits of thinking are established, the outpour of wicked children would be far less. In 
fact, “If the word of God were carefully studied and faithfully obeyed, there would be less soul 
anguish over the perverse conduct of wicked children.” {AH 306} 

For it is written, “The thoughts of the diligent  tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty 
only to want…” Proverbs 21:5.  By God’s grace,  may the making of human treasures be done decently and 
in order.  

1. Carefully study 
2. Faithfully obey (systematic effort) 



Ch .8 :  P repara t i on  i s  Needed

to

1. Why	is	the	mother,	the	child’s	3irst	teacher?	(p.	63)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
2. Please	explain	the	value	of	her	opportunity:	(p.	63)	

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

3. Why	are	many	mothers	unprepared	for	child	rearing?	(p.	63)	
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

4. Fill	in	the	blank.	“…the	demand	for	_______________	and	_______________	preparation	is	most	urgent.”	(p.	
63)		

5. What	should	men	and	women	become	acquainted	with	before	taking	upon	themselves	the	
possibilities	of	fatherhood	and	motherhood?	(p.	63	
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

6. Trace	the	name	of	the	Person,	whose	life	we	can	be	study	to	understand	the	principles	of	
development?	Hint:	Luke	2:40	

Jesus
1. What	are	the	basic	laws	of	health?														

Hint:	(MHp.	127)	

	 G- 
	 O- 
	 D- 
	 S- 

	  
     P- 
	 L-	  
	 A- 
	 N-

Read	pages	63-70
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8.			What	should	everything	in	life	be	governed	by?	Hint:	Three-letter	word	

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
9.				Fill	in	the	blank.	“To	assume	the	responsibilities	of	parenthood	without	such	preparation	is	a	
_______.”	(p.	64)	
10.		What	is	the	biblical	de3inition	of	sin?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
11.		Where	is	the	following	verse	found,	“Who	is	suf3icient	for	these	things?”	(p.	64)	
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
12.			How	may	parents	succeed	nobly	in	their	important	duty?	(p.	64)	
a._____________________________________________________	
b._____________________________________________________	
c._____________________________________________________	
13.			Find	a	Bible	text	that	reveals	where	the	source	of	wisdom	can	be	
found._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
14.			What	can	one	do	if	they	feel	their	heart	ready	to	faint?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
15.			Give	a	practical	example	of	how	one	can	be	calm	and	3irm.	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
16.			What	comes	before	educating	children	in	the	things	of	God?	(p.	65)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
17.			Fill	in	the	blank.	“We	must	make	it	our	____________	to	understand	the	will	of	God.		
______	as	we	do	this	can	we	train	our	children	aright.”	(p.	65)	
18.			What	are	some	of	the	“most	holy	duties”	as	it	relates	to	Christ’s	work	in	the	Most	Holy		
Place?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________	
19.	Find	a	precious	promise	that	a	faithful	parent	can	claim?	(p.	65)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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to

20.			Why	should	a	child	ask	for	advice	from	his	or	her	parents,	before	carrying	out	a	desire?	(p.66)	
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
21.			What	is	to	be	combined	with	faith?	(p.	66)	___________________________________________________________	
22.			“Everything	that	is	done	in	the	home	life	and	in	the	school	life	must	be	done	decently		
and	in	order."	(p.66)	Where	is	this	found	in	the	Bible?	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
23.			Day	by	day	what	laws	must	be	found	upon	the	parent's	lips?	(p.66)	
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
24.			Where	is	the	law	of	kindness	spoken	of	in	the	book	of	Proverbs?_________________________________	
25.			What	must	every	experience	be	tested	by?	(p.66)	_________________________________________________	
26.			Describe	what	can	produce	a	sancti3ied	love	between	parents	and	children.	(p.	66)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
27.				What	are	three	ways	that	will	help	children	grow?	(p.66)		
a._____________________________________________________	
b._____________________________________________________	
c._____________________________________________________	
28.					Fill	in	the	blank.	“Those	who	have	a	______	for	souls	will	not	be	silent	when	they	see	their	danger.”	
(p.	67)	
29.				De3ine	unremitting	love	and	explain	how	it	can	be	shown?	(p.	67,	68)		
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
30.				What	can	happen	if	hastiness	of	temper	and	impatience	is	manifested?	(p.	68)		
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
31.				Fill	in	the	blank.	“Cultivate	a	watchful	observance	of	every__________	and	__________.”	(p.	68)	
32.				How	can	the	heart	be	open?	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
33.				What	is	one	way	that	you	can	labor	intelligently	today?	(p.	67)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
34.				Fill	in	the	blank.	“The	mother	should	feel	her	need	of	the	______________	guidance.”	(p.	69)	
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35.				What	must	parents	do	if	they	have	neglected	their	work	as	home	missionaries?	(p.	69)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
36.				Fill	in	the	blank.	“By	_________	you	may	gain	an	experience	that	will	make	your	ministry	for	your	
children	a	perfect	success.”	(p.	70)	

Read	pages	71-76	
1. 			In	the	life	of	the	mother	what	is	needed?	{p.71)	

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
2. 			What	can	help	a	mother	from	not	being	drawn	away	from	her	duties?	(p.	71)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
3. Fill	in	the	blank.	“For	the	sake	of	their	children,	if	for	no	other	reason,	mothers	should	cultivate	

their	intellects,	for	they	bear	a	greater	responsibility	in	their	work	than	does	the	__________upon	his	
throne.”	(p.	70)	

4. How	can	a	mother	increase	in	wisdom	and	ef3iciency?	What	does	this	look	like	in	daily	life?	(p.	72)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
5. Explain	how	a	“rough	stone”	from	the	quarry	can	be	transformed	into	a	“lively	stone”	in	the	

heavenly	temple.	(p.73)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

6. Draw	a	scene	of	what	should	happen	after	a	day’s	duties?	(p.	74)	

Morbi leo risus, ac ac, at eros.
Ch.9: A Call for Self-Improvement



Ch .8 :  P repara t i on  i s  Needed

to

7.				Fill	in	the	blank.	“Aim	to	make	your	children	perfect	in	___________.”	(p.	73)	
8.				How	can	a	mother	avoid	sinking	into	a	mere	household	drudge?	(p.	73)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
9.				What	did	God	design	the	in3luence	of	the	home	to	be?	(p.	74)		
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
10.			Fill	in	the	blank.	“Study	how	to	perform	with	________________________…”	(p.	74)	
11.			De3ine	alacrity.	(p.	74)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
12.			Fill	in	the	blank.	“Be	prepared	to	____________	to	counsel	from	others.	Do	not	feel	that	it	is	no	
business	of	your	brethren	or	sisters	how	you	treat	your	children,	or	how	your	children	conduct	
themselves.”	(p.	75)		
13.			What	have	many	parents	not	learned	yet?	(p.	76)	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
14.			Fill	in	the	blank.	“Let	fathers	and	mothers	realize	that	they	are	under	obligation	to	make	home	
___________________and	__________________,	and	that	obedience	is	not	to	be	obtained	by	scolding	and	
threats.”	(p.	76)	

“Teach your 
children that it is 
their privilege to 
receive everyday 

the baptism of 
the Holy 

Spirit.” (p. 69, 

Hidden Treasure: 
Write down all the Bible references that you found in the reading. 
This exercise will help to deepen the impression that everything the 
Bible says, the Spirit of Prophecy says, and vice versa. We found at 
least 9 suggested verses. How about you? 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

Teach

Focal Point: Understanding God’s 

 Will &Continual Advancement
How can you individually advance 
 closer to God’s will for your life? 


