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M E S S A G E S  T O  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  

I have been shown that we must be guarded on every side, and perseveringly
resist the insinuations and devices of Satan. He has transformed himself into an
angel of light, and is deceiving and leading thousands captive. The advantages he
takes of the science of the human mind is tremendous. Here, serpentlike, he
imperceptibly creeps in to corrupt the work of God. The miracles and works of
Christ, he makes all human. 

If Satan should make an open, bold attack upon Christianity, it would bring the
Christian in distress and agony at the feet of his Redeemer, and the strong and
mighty Deliverer would affright the bold adversary away. But Satan, transformed
into an angel of light, works upon the mind to allure from the only safe and right
path. The sciences of phrenology, psychology, and mesmerism have been the
channel through which Satan has come more directly to this generation, and
wrought with that power which was to characterize his work near the close of
probation.
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SECTION 2 - THE CONFLICT WITH SIN



As we near the close of time, the human mind is more readily
affected by Satan's devices. He leads deceived mortals to account for
the works and miracles of Christ upon general principles. Satan has
ever been ambitious to counterfeit the work of Christ, and establish
his own power and claims. He does not generally do this openly and
boldly. He is artful, and knows that the most effectual way for him to
accomplish his work is to come to poor fallen man in the form of an
angel of light. 

Satan came to Christ in the wilderness in the form of a beautiful
young man—more like a monarch than a fallen angel. He came with
Scripture in his mouth. Said he, “It is written, etc.” Our suffering
Saviour meets him with Scripture, saying, “It is written.” Satan takes
the advantage of the weak, suffering condition of Christ. He took
upon Him our human nature.

Confidence in Self Fatal

If Satan can so befog and deceive the human mind, and lead mortals
to think there is an inherent power in themselves to accomplish great
and good works, they cease to rely upon God to do that for them
which they think exists in themselves to do. They acknowledge not a
superior power. They give not God the glory He claims, and which is
due to His great and excellent Majesty. Satan's object is thus
accomplished. He exults that fallen man presumptuously exalts
himself, as he exalted himself in heaven, and was thrust out. He
knows that the ruin of man is just as sure if he exalts himself as his
was certain. 
 

Destroying Confidence

He has failed in his temptations to Christ in the wilderness.
The plan of salvation has been carried out. The dear price
has been paid for man's redemption. 
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And now Satan seeks to tear away the foundation of the Christian's
hope, and turn the minds of men in a channel that they may not be
benefited or saved by the great sacrifice offered. He leads fallen man,
through his “all deceivableness of unrighteousness,” to believe that he
can do very well without an atonement; that he need not depend
upon a crucified and risen Saviour; that man's own merits will entitle
him to God's favor, and then he destroys man's confidence in the
Bible, well knowing if he succeeds here, and the detector which
places a mark upon himself is destroyed, he is safe. 

He fastens the delusion upon minds that there is no personal devil,
and those who believe this make no effort to resist and war against
that which does not exist, and poor blind mortals finally adopt the
maxim, “Whatever is, is right.” They acknowledge no rule to measure
their course. Satan leads many to believe that prayer to God is
useless, and but a form. He well knows how needful is meditation
and prayer, to keep Christ's followers aroused to resist his cunning
and deceptions. Satan's devices will divert the mind from these
important exercises, that the soul may not lean for help upon the
mighty One, and obtain strength from Him to resist his attacks.
 
It will serve his purpose well if we neglect the exercise of prayer, for
then his lying wonders are more readily received. Satan accomplishes
his object in setting his deceitful temptations before man, that which
he failed to accomplish in tempting Christ. He sometimes comes in
the form of a lovely young person, or in a beautiful shadow. He works
cures, and is worshiped by deceived mortals as a benefactor of our
race.

Control of the Mind

I was shown that Satan cannot control minds unless they are yielded
to his control. Those who depart from the right are in serious danger
now. They separate themselves from God and from the watch-care of
the angels of God, and Satan, ever upon the watch to destroy souls,
begins to present to such his deceptions, and they are in the utmost
peril. 
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And if they see and try to resist the powers of darkness and to free
themselves from Satan's snare, it is not an easy matter. They have
ventured on Satan's ground, and he claims them. He will not hesitate
to engage all his energies, and call to his aid all his evil host to wrest
a single human being from the hand of Christ. 

Those who have tempted the devil to tempt them will have to make
desperate efforts to free themselves from his power. When they begin
to work for themselves, then angels of God whom they have grieved
will come to their rescue. Satan and his angels are unwilling to lose
their prey. They contend and battle with the holy angels, and the
conflict is severe. And if those who have erred continue to plead, and
in deep humility confess their wrongs, angels who excel in strength
will prevail and wrench them from the power of the evil angels. 

The Curtain Lifted

As the curtain was lifted and I was shown the corruption of this age,
my heart sickened, my spirit nearly fainted within me. I saw that the
inhabitants of the earth were filling up the measure of the cup of
their iniquity. God's anger is kindled, and will be no more appeased
until the sinners are destroyed out of the earth. 

Satan is Christ's personal enemy. He is the originator and leader of
every species of rebellion in heaven and earth. His rage increases, and
we do not realize his power. If our eyes could be opened to discern
the fallen angels at their work with those who feel at ease and
consider themselves safe, we should not feel so secure. Evil angels are
upon our track every moment. We expect a readiness on the part of
bad men to act as Satan suggests; but while our minds are
unguarded against Satan's invisible agents, they will assume new
ground, and will work marvels and miracles in our sight. Are we
prepared to resist them by the word of God, the only weapon we can
use successfully?
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Some will be tempted to receive these wonders as from God. The sick
will be healed before us. Miracles will be performed in our sight. Are
we prepared for the trial when the lying wonders of Satan shall be
more fully exhibited? Will not many souls be ensnared and taken?
Forms of error, and departure from the plain precepts and
commandments of God and giving heed to fables are fitting minds
for these lying wonders of Satan. We must all now seek to arm
ourselves for the contest in which we must soon engage. Faith in
God's word, prayerfully studied and practically applied will be our
shield from Satan's power, and will bring us off conquerors through
the blood of Christ.
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