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M E S S A G E S  T O  Y O U N G  P E O P L EM E S S A G E S  T O  Y O U N G  P E O P L E   

A faithful obedience to God's requirements will have a surprising influence to
elevate, develop, and strengthen all man's faculties. Those who have in youth
devoted themselves to the service of God, are found to be the men of sound
judgment and keen discrimination. And why should it not be so? Communion
with the greatest Teacher the world has ever known, strengthens the
understanding, illuminates the mind, and purifies the heart—elevates, refines,
and ennobles the whole man. “The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple.” (MYP 65)
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SECTION 2 - THE CONFLICT WITH SIN



Among the youth who profess godliness, there is a large class who

may seem to contradict this statement. They make no advancement

in knowledge or in spirituality. Their powers are dwarfing, rather than

developing. But the psalmist's words are true of the genuine

Christian. It is not, indeed, the bare letter of God's word that gives

light and understanding; it is the word opened and applied to the

heart by the Holy Spirit. When a man is truly converted, he becomes a

son of God, a partaker of the divine nature. Not only is the heart

renewed, but the intellect is strengthened and invigorated. There

have been many instances of persons who before conversion were

thought to possess ordinary and even inferior ability, but who after

conversion seemed to be entirely transformed. They then manifested

remarkable power to comprehend the truths of God's Word, and to

present these truths to others. Men of high intellectual standing have

considered it a privilege to hold intercourse with these men. The Sun

of righteousness, shedding its bright beams into their minds,

quickened every power into more vigorous action. (MYP 65)

God will do a great work for the youth, if they will by the aid of the

Holy Spirit receive His Word into the heart and obey it in the life. He

is constantly seeking to attract them to Himself, the Source of all

wisdom, the Fountain of goodness, purity, and truth. The mind which

is occupied with exalted themes becomes itself ennobled. (MYP 66)

Desecrated Shrines
Those who profess to serve God, and yet make no advancement in

knowledge and piety, are Christians only in name. The soul-temple is

filled with desecrated shrines. 
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 Frivolous reading, trifling conversation, and worldly pleasure, occupy

the mind so completely that there is no room left for the entrance of

God's Word. Worldliness, frivolity, and pride take the place which

Christ should occupy in the soul... (MYP 66)

Degradation Through Sensual Indulgence
Those who seek as their chief good the indulgence of appetite and

passion, are never good or truly great men. However high they may

stand in the opinion of the world, they are low, vile, and corrupt in

God's estimation. Heaven has ordered that the mark of their depravity

shall be written upon their very countenance. Their thoughts are of

the earth, earthly. Their words reveal the low level of the mind. They

have filled the heart with vileness, and well-nigh effaced therefrom

the image of God. The voice of reason is drowned, and judgment is

perverted. Oh, how is man's entire nature debased by sensual

indulgence! When the will is surrendered to Satan, to what depths of

vice and folly will not men descend! In vain does truth appeal to the

intellect; for the heart is opposed to its pure principles. (MYP 66)

Help in Temptation
By faith and prayer all may meet the requirements of the gospel. No

man can be forced to transgress. His own consent must be first

gained; the soul must purpose the sinful act, before passion can

dominate over reason, or iniquity triumph over conscience.

Temptation, however strong, is never an excuse for sin. “The eyes of

the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their

prayers.” Cry unto the Lord, tempted soul. Cast yourself, helpless,

unworthy, upon Jesus, and claim His very promise. The Lord will hear.

He knows how strong are the inclinations of the natural heart, and He

will help in every time of temptation. (MYP 67)
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Have you fallen into sin? Then without delay seek God for mercy and

pardon.... Mercy is still extended to the sinner. The Lord is calling to us

in all our wanderings, “Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal

your backslidings.” (MYP 67)
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